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Who defined the gay agenda?
Thomas Kraemer, a retired professor at Oregon State University (OSU) argues that “the seeds for gay 
marriage equality were planted by a homophile movement founder, W. Dorr Legg”,[1] who published 
“Homosexual Marriage” as ONE magazine’s cover story in 1953.

As he sees it, the gay-marriage-equality debate in the U.S. began with the 1953 ONE piece, which was a 
“thought experiment”[2] to question the consequences of gay men and women asking for equal rights. 
Its publisher was a professor at OSU who followed “Dr. Magus Hirschfeld's discussions of gay 
marriage [in Germany], nearly a century ago”. Much of Hirschfeld's work “was dismissed by early gay 
activists [in the U.S.] probably due to poor translations and the fact much of it was burned by the 
Nazis.” 

Who discussed same-sex bonding across the millennia, who blessed such unions, who debated gay 
marriage equality are all, in my opinion, historical trivia. 

The fact that same-sex marriage became the gay agenda for the next 35 years [1970-2005] proves 
that we introduced a new variable into the human equation.  . . . We awoke gay youth world-
wide to a new sense of self. As the floodgates opened, slowly at first, a steady drumbeat of 
lovers emerged from the shadows united in their determination to reclaim a birthright. 
Together, we changed the world![3]

Founded 19 May 1969,[4] FIGHT REPRESSION OF EROTIC EXPRESSION[5] became “the first student gay 
organization to gain recognition in the upper mid-west,”[6] the news release from the UNIVERSITY OF 
MINNESOTA's newest student organization proclaimed. “Its leaders believe it to be the first such 
organization on a Big Ten campus.”[7] Moving openly and aggressively, members of FREE slowly 
transformed Minneapolis into a “mecca for gays”.[8] 

“Gay activists in the early 1970s roundly rejected Jack Baker's theory that the legal and political 
acceptance of gay marriage would be proof that gay people were being treated equally under 
the law as required by the U.S. Constitution.”[9]

Michael McConnell, an experienced librarian, agreed to marry the Student Body President. A job 
offered by the University Librarian was ejected by the regents after he applied for the license allowed 
by statute.[10] Some mocked him openly[11] and refused to apologize. The board insisted that the 
husband of the Student Body President would not be allowed to "foist tacit approval of [his] socially 
repugnant concept" on students at a place that called itself a university. A federal Court of Appeals 
agreed that hate was justified and blamed the victim. 

Jack Nichols was editing one of the first gay newspapers in NYC and the country. While I was 
helping him and his biographer, he very objectively acknowledged the common East Coast bias 

1. For details, expand the index of bookmarks: Thomas Kraemer, research, 20 Nov 13, page 16 
2. For details, expand the index of bookmarks: Thomas Kraemer, research, 24 Nov 13, page 17 
3. letter, from Jack Baker to law professor/author William N. Eskridge (Yale Law School), 23 February 2005; 

Q and A, page 5 of 6
4. Michael McConnell’s 27th birthday
5. For details, expand the index of bookmarks: Cover, FREE, recognized, page 8 
6. Its primary goal was to establish a course on homosexuality, now offered by the Tretter Collection. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Baker_%28activist%29#Student_activism 
7. Anon., “News from”, Fight Repression of Erotic Expression, 1 November 1969 
8. Lily Hansen, “F.R.E.E. At Last”, GAY, 11 May 1970, 13 
9. Thomas Kraemer, “Jack Baker gay marriage theory was right”, My blog, posted 8 April 2009 

http://thomaskraemer.blogspot.com/2009/04/jack-baker-gay-marriage-theory-was.html 
10. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Baker_%28activist%29#Employment_discrimination

His memoirs appear in a book to be published soon.
11. For details, expand the index of bookmarks: Cover, hate, insults, page 11 
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of ignoring anything “those farmers in Minnesota” did, such as gay marriage, because every-
thing at that time was centered on the New York City news media.[12] 

Michael McConnell knew nothing about ONE magazine.[13] A marriage license refused by the clerk in 
Hennepin County [MN] was later issued to him in Blue Earth County [MN]. Nothing would stop him 
from demanding equality[14] from the civil government.[15] 

The County Attorney in both Blue Earth County and Hennepin County attempted to invali-
date the marriage license issued in Blue Earth County. The former proclaimed that he had 
invalidated the public document by defacing it, while the latter asked the Grand Jury to indict 
the minister who consummated it.[16] 

Without question, gay students at the U of M ignited the contentious political debate that defined the 
gay agenda worldwide for 44+ years [1970-2014]. Proof is in the pudding. By invitation of the RAMSEY 
COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION [MN] I explained why I was “confident same-sex marriage will be legalized 
in the United States.”[17] 

“We now have equal marriage in Manitoba [Canada, 2004] and our efforts here were a direct 
result of your leadership in Minnesota.”[18]

Even the national office of the American Civil Liberties Union [New York City] had unclean hands. Its 
board showed “little or no enthusiasm”[19] in the marriage issue raised by FREE. The Minnesota Civil 
Liberties Union went to the U.S. Supreme Court ALONE, unashamed, at its own expense. 

“In Sept. 1971, Jack Baker and Michael McConnell were the first same-sex couple in history to 
be legally married. They married under the State of Minnesota marriage laws that did not 
specify gender at the time and despite [two] challenges to [invalidate] their marriage, no court 
has ever ordered the annulment of their legally performed marriage . . ."[20][21] 

The New York Times [1973] explained why a license issued in Blue Earth County remained in effect[22]

after the Hennepin County grand jury refused to indict the minister who officiated. The Family Law 
Reporter [1974] reviewed the facts and concluded that the lawful marriage contract solemnized by the 
Rev. Roger Lynn was “the first legally undisputed marriage between persons of the same gender”.[23]

12. e-mail, from Thomas Kraemer to Jack Baker, 7 April 2013
13. For details, expand the index of bookmarks: Cover, A childhood dream, page 4
14. For details, expand the index of bookmarks: Cover, FREE, marriage, page 10
15. Fact is, few if any lesbians agreed to support the agenda of marriage equality sponsored by FREE. Many argued 

that marriage served men as an institution that oppressed women. A coalition calling itself “GLBT” was founded 
early in the 1980s, partly to persuade gay men and women who opposed same-sex marriage to accept FREE's 
agenda of full equality. 

16. e-mail, from Jack Baker to Thomas Kraemer, 13 Dec 2013 
17. Bob Protzman, “Gay Marriage OK Predicted”, St. Paul Pioneer Press, 22 October 1971

http://box8661.blogspot.com/2013/06/marriage-equality-was-inevitable.html 
18. Mia Robson, “Couple helped make history”, Winnipeg Free Press, 17 September 2004, A4 

see letter, from Rich North to Jack Baker, 20 September 2004 
http://box8661.blogspot.com/2012/04/letter-from-canada-2.html 

19. See, letter from Norman Dorsen (General Counsel for ACLU in 1970), published by Jason Smith, “Gay Pride Block 
Party Case”, Friends of the Bill of Rights Foundation, January 2012, page 52.
http://www.humanistsofmn.org/attachments/article/117/Gay-Pride-E-book-Version1.pdf

20. For details, expand the index of bookmarks: Kraemer - 16 Dec 2013, page 36 
21. Thomas Kraemer, “Gay marriage discussion in 1953 vs. 1963 and today”, Tom's OSU, posted 17 December 2013 

http://tomsosu.blogspot.com/2013/12/gay-marriage-discussion-in-1953-vs-1963.html 
22. Anon., “Homosexual Wins Fight to Take Bar Examination in Minnesota”, New York Times, 7 January 1973, 55.
23. Anon., “Gay married couple frustrated in adoption bid”, The Family Law Reporter, published by The Bureau of 

National Affairs, 10 December 1974, vol. 1, 2103. 
For details, expand the index of bookmarks: Cover, New York Times, page 12 
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“I firmly believe Baker and McConnell's gay activism was a work of genius. They were called 
lunatics because few people grasped the long-range significance of gay marriage. This has only 
recently [2004] proven to be the flashpoint in the war for full equality.”[24] 

After 41 years:[25] “U of M President Eric Kaler has called McConnell's treatment reprehensible, regrets 
that it occurred and says the university's action at that time were not consistent with the practices 
enforced today at the university.” Thank you. Nevertheless, as a graduate, I remain saddened by its 
unwillingness to proclaim the proven success of its gay students[26] and law school.[27] 

Jack Baker, Esq.
Student Body President, 
University of Minnesota 
[elected 1971, re-elected 1972] 

FYI: There was indeed a riot at “Stonewall” in 1969 (preceded by another at Maud's in San Francisco), 
but it had nothing to do with marriage equality. According to Thomas Kraemer, activists on the east 
coast were completely opposed to marriage. Worse, they mocked us – those farmers in Minnesota. 
We who lived in Minnesota in the 1970s must not, need not, allow the self-pride ignited by U of M 
students to be dishonored by those who consistently claim credit for what they did not do. 

24. Thomas Kraemer, “Lunatics or Geniuses?” GayToday.com, posted 21 June 2004 
http://www.gaytoday.com/people/062104pe.asp

25. For details, expand the index of bookmarks: Cover, Regret - 2012, page 13 
26. An honor was offered but not delivered: 

http://box8661.blogspot.com/2013/10/recognition-by-u-of-m-law-school.html 
27. As a licensed engineer who was then a second-year law student, I learned why equal treatment under law must 

be guaranteed to all citizens. The Dean, a published scholar on constitutional law, disagreed. I was surprised to 
hear him admit that he terminated all assistance previously approved by his Legal Aid Clinic. 



 4

Marriage – my childhood dream comes true
by Michael McConnell 

November 2013

• 1954 and 1958: As a teen (age 14-16), on days I was getting my hair cut, I helped out as a cashier in 
my father's barber shop. It was located just off the campus of the UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA. His 
business was in a collection of shops (known as Campus Corner) just across the street from the 
School of Engineering. Young college men came to his shop weekly for a hair cut, especially engi-
neering and ROTC students. Seeing these guys made me aware that I really wanted to get married
some day to one of them, especially an engineering student.

• 1950s-1960: I was completely unaware of anyone else who felt like I did. I never expected to see 
other Gay people in Norman, OK, or, for that matter, anywhere else. I knew I was “different” at a 
very early age (elementary school 2nd grade), and it actually become VERY clear about what 
exactly “different” meant by the time I was in 7th grade (first year of Jr High). My exposure to the 
subject had been limited to “queer jokes” and sermons about “Sodom and Gomorrah” at the local 
Baptist church, which I abandoned by age 14. I told myself that “these people would murder me 
if they knew who I really am.”

When I graduated from High school in 1960, I was still naïve and unaware that more people 
like me existed. I just hoped that one day I would fall in love with one of those engineers from 
the University, we would leave Oklahoma, find our own place to live and be married.

• 1961+: It was an uneventful though busy year for me. At the UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA, I tried to 
make friends with guys I thought were interesting and 'cute'. Though I hadn't yet met any engi-
neers, I was making friends with guys who were attending Pharmacy School (my course of study 
as well), Architecture School (my best friend from high school was studying this discipline and 
introduced me to many of his friends), as well as a number of guys in several science courses I was 
taking (physics, chemistry, organic chemistry, botany, etc). Though my circle was expanding, I still 
had not encountered anyone who appeared to have the same feelings I did.

During my sophomore year, everything changed. My life was literally transformed in an 
instant. While hanging out in the OU student union lounge, Bob Gaylor caught my eye. I could 
see immediately there was something in his eyes that I'd never experienced before. That was 
the beginning of a nearly 4-year relationship that introduced me not only to the hidden world 
of Gay people in my home town but to the broader world beyond. 
Bob and I never talked about actual marriage, though we did get matching gold bands which 
we wore on our 'pinky' fingers after about a year together. We were seen as a couple by our 
circle of friends – now large – in Kansas, Oklahoma and a few other states. We also knew other 
couples who had been together for several years. One couple for 15-20 years, which was rare 
but not unique. I believed and hoped that Bob and I would achieve the same. Though Bob had 
been collecting Gay materials (magazines, books) during most of the time we were together, 
most focused on the sexual side of issues. The biggest discussions involved how to get the 
police to stop raiding bars and meeting areas. We never discussed anything beyond just living 
together when it came to a relationship. Ours was a pretty closeted/semi-closeted view of the 
world: just leave us alone! 
Eventually, Bob and I moved from Lawrence, KS to Detroit. We both came to understand that 
our relationship would not endure. For me, this was devastating. My return to Oklahoma, to 
continue my education and complete my degrees, started a period of depression that left me 
drained and unfocused. I went to classes and returned home but avoided social engagements. 
My mother could feel the pain. Eventually, she told me I had to stop this behavior, get out with 
friends and do things. Her words jolted me into action. 
I began to reconnect with a few of the Gay friends Bob and I had known while we were still in 
Oklahoma. Some were still around. I also reconnected with friends in Kansas City and other 

A child-
hood dream
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places. That opened a whole new and large Gay social group to me. I don’t recall any discus-
sion or knowledge about Gay marriage in any of my renewed circle of friends. It simply was 
not on anybody's radar as a possibility for discussion. Also, I was not reading any of the Gay 
publications around at that time, They were not easily available in Oklahoma. Class assign-
ments took most of my “reading time”.

• Late 1965/early 1966 (back at OU): At about this time, I was maintaining contact with Terry 
Vanderplas, my friend when Bob and I lived in Lawrence, KS. By the time I emerged from my 
shell, Terry and I were corresponding and in touch again. Now living in western Massachusetts, 
he invited me to visit for a week, during winter break. That proved to be a real eye-opener for me. 
It made me realize that it might actually be possible to find someone after my relationship with 
Bob ended. Neither Terry nor I were ready to even talk about a committed relationship, but we 
both clearly had something special and magical. This relationship would grow from a distance or 
fade, since I had to return to school. If it happened at all, it would take time to build. I was willing 
to wait till I had finished my degrees and had a job before seriously pursuing it. I wanted some 
independence and maturity in my next try for something long term. Though we corresponded and 
talked by phone over the next several months, marriage – even a committed relationship – never 
came up for discussion. 

While I was in touch with Terry, I dated other guys at the University. A 'permanent' relation-
ship was not seriously considered. Still dealing with the experience I'd had with Bob, I was too 
unsure of myself. The guys I was seeing were really smart and very nice to be with, but I just 
didn't have the same 'sparks' with them that I needed to move me to something bigger. The 
feelings I had for Terry were much stronger than I was feeling for these boyfriends. Too, I really 
wasn't in a hurry to jump into those deep waters again. After graduation, when a job was 
secure, I'd get serious.

• Summer 1966: Terry invited me to return to Massachusetts for another week or so in August. For 
me, this was a major turning point. I would get to spend additional time with Terry and see where 
these feelings for him might go. It was, again, a magical time. By the end of this trip I had such 
strong feelings that this might be a man I'd want to get serious about that I found it very hard to 
say goodbye. However, I felt he was not ready for that, and it had become more clear in my mind 
than ever, that I would not pursue or commit to any long term relationship till I had my degrees 
and a job. I needed that because I felt I had been too vulnerable in my time with Bob without them. 
I did not feel a true equal with him. That was a major problem for me. Still no talk of marriage or 
its equivalent was discussed. That was simply not on the radar.

• Fall 1966, Jack Baker: A big part of the social scene in Norman, OK, at that time revolved around 
my friend, Cruz Sanchez. I was definitely in a bit of a muddle with regard to relationships. I was 
developing strong feelings for Terry, actively dating a couple of other really cool guys and partic-
ipating in an active social scene. It was through Cruz, that I was eventually introduced to Jack in 
October 1966. This came only a couple of months after my trip to see Terry. I was very suspicious 
of Jack when Cruz first introduced us. He was a VERY different man than any I'd encountered in 
my current Gay circles. After a series of dates (plays, movies, parties), my initial perception of him 
was changing. As I began to fall in love with Jack, I began to focus more clearly on what I wanted 
in my next commitment. I wanted exactly what everyone else wanted when they fell in love. 

• March 10, 1967: Jack asked me to be his lover. I was now ready to state what I wanted in a commit-
ment: live openly and not repeat the mistakes of my previous relationships. I was in it for the long 
haul, whatever that took. I wanted marriage – not with 'secret' rings recognized by a circle of 
mostly closeted friends. Jack agreed to make it happen. 

• June 1967: Soon after we committed, Jack and I moved to an apartment in Norman (a duplex on 
Drake Circle, next door to a Gay friend). We supported our degrees with full/part-time jobs.
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• June 1968: Jack and I completed our masters degrees and took jobs near the Kansas City metroplex. 
We decided to live in Lawrence, KS, which was half-way between our two jobs; mine in Kansas 
City, MO; his just outside Topeka, KS. 

• 1968-70: Jack was determined to find a way to marry legally. We occasionally discussed the possi-
bility of a formal marriage, but didn't really begin to take action until we had worked in our jobs 
for about a year. Then Jack began planning to attend Law School. We investigated several law 
schools. The UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA emerged as the best option. Jack then prepared to move to 
Minneapolis and I prepared to move to Kansas City, MO. My contract with Park College would 
keep me in the area for the year 1969/70. When my contract was up for renewal (June 1970), I 
would hopefully have found a job in Minnesota, let the contract expire, and move to Minneapolis 
to join Jack.

• Winter 1969 thru spring 1970: After his legal research course ended, Jack tested his skills. He 
looked for a plan to make marriage happen. By early spring, he had the answer. Jack studied 
Minnesota’s marriage statutes, discovered that they did not specify the gender of applicants, and 
concluded that two people of the same gender were not barred from obtaining a license to marry. 
Or, as Jack liked to say, “Equal treatment under law was intuitively obvious to a second-year law 
student.”

• May 1970: We immediately made plans for me to come to Minnesota in May. On the day before 
my birthday we would proclaim our bonded love by applying for a license in Minneapolis. Obvi-
ously, we discussed marriage (Gay marriage) often (winter 1969 thru spring 1970), but we were 
both unaware of anyone who had ever dared to make it happen. Though Jack had done extensive 
legal research, we had not done historical, sociological or literary searches. That kind of research 
would come, in our minds, when briefs were prepared for law suits that were sure to follow. 

• 1970s: We soon became national figures in the public discussion of same-sex marriage. Our appli-
cation for a license to marry was soon rejected by the Clerk of the Hennepin County District Court. 
Historical evidence of same-sex “marriages” surfaced when we began to do research for the law 
suits our application generated. What we found related to native peoples of North America and a 
few scattered examples from ancient history (the Roman emperor Nero, etc). We did not find 
much from past histories about “the love that dare not speak its name.” 

• August 1971: The Hennepin County District Court approved my request to adopt Jack. The Court 
decree changed Jack’s name to Pat Lyn McConnell. I then applied for a marriage license in Blue 
Earth County, which was granted. The Family Law Reporter (1974) reviewed all facts and concluded 
that the marriage contract solemnized by the Rev. Roger Lynn, a United Methodist minister, on 
September 3 is “the first legally undisputed marriage between persons of the same gender”. 

Ours was not a civil union, or a ceremony of commitment to be witnessed by friends and/or 
family. Nor was it an unlicensed 'church blessing' used by religious couples to affirm their love 
and commitment. 
The crucial difference between our marriage and those from previous decades/centuries is 
that we obtained a valid license from the civil government, in accordance with laws in force at 
the time. The marriage contract was then solemnized, as required by Minnesota’s statutes. 

• Fast-forward to November 2013: While preparing my fourth donation to the Tretter Collection, – 
items collected over the past 40+ years – I noticed a 1963 ONE magazine that contained an article 
on Homophile Marriage. 

An e-mail exchange referred to a 1953 ONE magazine and its lead article on Homosexual 
Marriage. Fact is, ONE magazine was completely unknown to me until recently. I can’t see 
how either article had an impact on my early thinking about being married legally. Jack and I 
agreed to pursue an agenda of full equality, tolerating no exceptions, no excuses – I from my 
earlier relationship with Bob; Jack from efforts in Law School to decide how best to satisfy our 
wish to be married. Those in power were not amused, and we both suffered their wrath. 
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The 1963 ONE magazine and several others, plus issues of Physique Pictorial, Drum, etc, were 
among books and magazines left behind by a Gay man I knew from our activist days. He was 
moving to California (mid-1970s) and could not move “stuff” to the west coast. He asked me 
to accept them. I agreed, then added everything to the stack of materials I'd been collecting. It 
looked like an assortment of magazines, histories, social commentaries, arguments for homo-
sexual rights and mental health. Also, some gay novels. I ignored all of it for the next 40 years. 
Who debated same-sex bonding across the millennia, who blessed those unions, who planted 
seeds for gay marriage equality are all a distraction. What matters is who dared to demand 
equal treatment from the civil government. Without question, that belongs to gay students at 
the U of M [FREE, recognized].[1] In the 1970s, Jack led them with an unbending will. Together, 
they used the power of ideas to ignite a dream of lawful marriage [FREE, marriage].[2] That 
dream spread quickly around the world. 

1. Its primary goal was to establish a course on homosexuality, now offered by the Tretter Collection. 
2. Fact is, few if any lesbians agreed to support the agenda of marriage sponsored by FREE. Many argued that 

marriage served men as their institution to oppress women. Not until the 1980s, when a GLBT coalition was 
founded, did a consensus on same-sex marriage emerge. 
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JACK BAKER
ATTORNEY

April 7, 2012

Thomas Kraemer
3847 NW Boxwood Drive
Corvallis, OR  97330

Tom,
This letter will confirm that the blog is mine. I decided it was time to edit the Wikipedia article,
instilling historical accuracy while leaving the author's thrust intact. The author (I know not who)
tried to explain the adoption of one adult by another but could not figure out how it fit into an overall
plan. I couldn't clarify the text without disclosing that the plan was, in fact, a “weapon” until after the
IRS persuaded Congress to remove the tax deduction that we enjoyed for 30 years. One point led to
another.
My goal with the blog is not to have the final word on truth but to ensure that history is not rewritten
to comply with the current grupthink. We returned to a very private life in 1980. Since then there is
little for which we can claim credit. We rejoin the debate[1] but only as referee: we know what we did,
and we know why we did it. 
I predict that the U.S. Supreme Court will affirm the Prop 8 decision after the election, proving that
we were right on Day One for the right reasons. I want history to record that it was Mike’s mother
who encouraged her younger son to demand equality and that, together, Minnesotan’s used the
power of ideas to spread a dream that continues to transform an entire world.
I've noticed the blog problem and assumed that the blog would mature in due course.[2] Having
started at point zero, though, and progressing to where it is now, the blog is something of an
achievement. I'm open to suggestions.
Our next step is to post a dozen or so of the most telling letters[3] received after we applied for a
license to marry. Our plan is to add comments, and to encourage others to draw conclusions from the
original sources. The blog, to us, is not a memoir. Instead it is a construct for history. For that reason, I
include links that Mike runs across to which I add comments that correct misstatements of fact. Your
help would be welcome.
Respectfully,

Jack Baker, Esq.
Box8661@visi.com

1. We support Minnesotans United For All Families, the group leading the drive to defeat the proposed consti-
tutional amendment to limit marriage to one man and one woman. I’m betting on defeat. 

2. I’ll be enrolled in a program for Web and Interactive Media later this summer.
3. Nearly 6,000 letters from around the world will eventually rest at the Minnesota Historical Society. 
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20 Nov 
2013

Attached Files
! 1963_June.pdf (231 KB) 

Thomas Kraemer, Founder  
Oregon State University Foundation  
Magnus Hirschfeld Fund  

I appreciate your challenge to news outlets who persist in claiming that national organizations 
[themselves] are responsible for the successes ignited by "symbiotic" gay activists.  

I thought you might be interested in another symbiotic gay activist. The article on "homophile marriage" 
appeared in ONE magazine [June 1963, attached]. Michael pulled it from his files and showed it to me 
only recently. We were both 21 at the time and had not yet met. 

When I was discharged from the U.S. Air Force in March 1966 and returned to Oklahoma City, I noticed 
that the term "Gay Marriage" was used with a regularity that surprised me. Since I was new to that gay 
scene, I gave it no thought.  

A year later, on my 25th birthday, I asked Michael to be my lover. Without hesitation, he said yes, but 
only if we "married, legally". Not wanting to loose him, I agreed to make it happen.  

I am certain that the article had no bearing on my decision to apply for a license to marry Michael. 
Perhaps the reverse is not true. 
--  
Jack Baker, Esq. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA 

On Mon, 18 Nov 2013 11:31:22 -0800 
 Corvallis Oregon <tevaboy@gmail.com> wrote: 

> Mailing Address: Out Magazine, OUT-Letters@out.com 372 Court Street, #1 Brooklyn, NY 11231 
>
> Kerry Eleveld's opinion piece (Jan. 2014) credited the "individuals in Hawaii who planted the seeds for the same-
sex marriage movement as we know it today," without also crediting the first U.S. Supreme Court decision on gay 
marriage in 1972, "Baker v. Nelson," even though it supports her thesis that contrarian gay activists are sometimes 
"symbiotic" to the success of national organizations worried about taking action prematurely. 
>
> In 1971, many were inspired to support the gay marriage activism of jack Baker and Rev. Troy Perry after they 
were featured in national news-magazines often read by school children. 
>
> Oprah Winfrey recently showed home movies of the 1970 marriage of Jack Baker and Michael McConnell, which the 
U.S. Supreme Court decided was a state matter of no Federal interest. Although this was not a "win," they are still 
happily married today -- Minnesota law did not specify gender at the time and no court has ever ordered their legally 
performed marriage annulled. 
>
> At the time, I was unaware that the seeds for gay marriage equality were also planted by a homophile movement 
founder, W. Dorr Legg, who published a cover story on "homosexual marriage" in 1953, and by the gay German Dr. 
Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld, whose books discussed gay marriage nearly a century ago, but were literally burned by Nazis 
in 1933. 
>
> Thomas Kraemer 
>
> RE: Kerry Eleveld, "Finding Our Inner Champions," The Advocate, p. 22 of insert to subscribers' print edition of 
"Out Magazine," Jan. 2014 

Subject: Re: Kerry Eleveld opinion on Hawaii marriage case 

From: Jack Baker

Date: 2013-11-20 14:54

To: Thomas Kraemer

attached



 17

24 Nov 
2013

 Jack Baker, 

Thanks for the PDF of ONE on gay marriage -- Jack Nichols had sent me a photocopy nearly a decade ago 
after the gay historian James T. Sears noted how the 1953 ONE article on "homosexual marriage" was 
written as a "thought experiment" to question the consequences of homophiles asking for generic equal 
rights -- the argument was that asking for equal rights would lead to the absurd, at the time, conclusion of 
gay marriage. (NOTE: the scanned PDF you sent me was lacking the embedded OCR text and the main 
pages were not readable by me even at the largest magnification -- I don't know if this is due to my poor 
vision or due to a defective scan. Also, the file name says 1963 instead of 1953 -- was is this a reprint? I 
have been unable to reread my photocopy lately, but can still see the cover date.) 

As you probably figured out, I felt free not to mention these details in my OUT Magazine letter because it is 
not an academic publication and I had limited space to provide some historical perspective on gay 
marriage, something that was important to W. Dorr Legg's conservative belief system, which was widely 
rejected by Stonewall era gay liberation activists. (As an aside, I often bike by the house Legg lived in as a 
Professor here at OSU -- the same house that FBI Agents spied on during the anti-gay McCarthy era witch-
hunt.) 

I find most young college students don't have the historical perspective to understand how both 
conservative and liberal approaches to gay activism have been necessary over time. Also, these same 
college students often mistakenly think conservative equals Republicans and liberal equals Democrats.  

Today, I often hear young college students take for granted gay marriage, as a done deal, and they dismiss 
it as being "irrelevant ancient history." However, they often change their tune after they learn more about 
gay history and how it relates to them in the present day. Hopefully, my letter to OUT will motivate a few 
more editors and readers to learn more about gay history. 

Another thing I intentionally omitted from my letter was that Dr. Magus Hirschfeld's discussions of gay 
marriage, nearly a century ago, followed a similar logic to the later 1953 and 1963 ONE article. Much of 
Hirschfeld's work was dismissed by early gay activists probably due to poor translations and the fact much 
of it was burned by the Nazis. Only recently have good English translations become available. 

FYI, OSU recently hired a new gay Professor of German and culture, who I plan to ask if he has been able 
to gain any insights, from his extensive knowledge of German culture, after reading the original German 
texts of Hirschfeld. I learned firsthand, from doing business internationally, that Americans are often viewed 
as being arrogantly ignorant of life outside the U.S. I am just as guilty of this and I have to force myself to 
think internationally. 

Sincerely, 
Thomas Kraemer 

Subject: re: Thanks for PDF of ONE's 'thought experiment' on gay marriage being 
an absurd idea

From: Corvallis Oregon

Date: 2013-11-24 14:10

To: Jack Baker

Cc: Tim Campbell
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25 Nov 
2013

Attached Files
! 1963_June-2.pdf (741 KB) 

Thomas Kraemer, Founder  
Oregon State University Foundation  
Magnus Hirschfeld Fund  

As you suggested, I reviewed the ONE magazine article, Let's Push Homophile Marriage (June 
1963). It offers no indication that the article was/is a "thought experiment" or a reprint of 
something originally published in 1953. Attached is an enlarged PDF copy of the article and 
responses.  

Gay marriage was seen then as an "absurd conclusion"???  

Michael McConnell grew up as a skinny teen-age boy in Norman, OK. This is how he responded 
to the ONE article after her matured:  
- - - 
Neither Jack [Baker] nor I were aware of [Gay marriage] being discussed in Gay circles of that 
time (1960s). My dream of marriage evolved after a relationship ended. Not wanting to repeat 
those mistakes, I vowed to seek a new model for the next time I agreed to commit to another 
(Jack). Finding the ONE article and letters to the editor years later was an eye opener. It 
confirmed my own gut feeling. Knowing that my dream was more widely shared than I had 
realized is what gave me the courage to push forward.  
--  
Jack Baker, Esq. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA 

On Sun, 24 Nov 2013 12:10:38 -0800 
Corvallis Oregon <tevaboy@gmail.com> wrote: 

> Jack Baker, 
>
> Thanks for the PDF of ONE on gay marriage -- Jack Nichols had sent me a photocopy nearly a 
decade ago after the gay historian James T. Sears noted how the 1953 ONE article on 
"homosexual marriage" was written as a "thought experiment" to question the consequences of 
homophiles asking for generic equal rights -- the argument was that asking for equal rights 
would lead to the absurd, at the time, conclusion of gay marriage. (NOTE: . . . the file name says 
1963 instead of 1953 -- was/is this a reprint? I have been unable to reread my photocopy lately, 
but can still see the cover date.) 
>
> . . . 
> Sincerely, 
> Thomas Kraemer

Subject: Re: ONE's 'thought experiment' on gay marriage

From: Jack Baker

Date: 2013-11-25 16:03

To: Thomas Kraemer
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 28 Nov 
2013

Dear Jack Baker and Michael McConnell,  

Thank you for letting me know you were inspired by the Jun. 1963 cover story of ONE on "Let's Push 
homophile Marriage," by "Randy Lloyd" instead of the Aug. 1953 cover story of ONE, "Homosexual 
Marriage?" (Note: according to James T. Sears, who interviewed some of the principles of ONE before they 
died, virtually all of the articles in ONE were written under pseudonyms, in order to avoid legal harassment 
by various officials, and therefore I assume "Randy Lloyd" was a sexually suggestive and campy 
pseudonym.)  

I have lost too much mobility and vision to personally confirm if these two issues of ONE are virtually 
identical, except for maybe minor edits, but I bet at least the letters in response that you referred to were 
newly written ten years apart. To confirm my conjectures as facts, I am hoping to enlist a graduate student 
at OSU who lives in L.A (we have many California students here at Oregon State University) and who could 
examine the original documents when they drive back home during a school break.)  

As I recall, the conservative and former Oregon State University Professor W. Dorr Legg was one of the 
main editors of ONE during both the years 1953 and 1963 and therefore it would make sense if he had 
taken some shortcuts by reprinting editorial matter. (You are old enough to recall how hard it was to write 
and publish in the days of manual typewriters and letterpress printing, without having the advantages of 
today's online electronic publishing of photos and written material created using computer word processors 
with automatic spelling and grammar checkers!)  

For your information, here are some still easy to access online reading:  

James T. Sears, PhD, "1953: When ONE Magazine Headlined 'Homosexual Marriage'," gaytoday.com posted 
Aug. 11, 2003 (Edited by the late gay pioneer Jack Nichols and which at the time of posting he asked me to 
review before publication -- note that the date of this posting is encoded in the URL as 081103 because 
Jack wanted to keep his site fresh looking and not dated.)  
http://gaytoday.com/reviews/081103re.asp

Thomas Kraemer, "FBI files on gay OSU professor 1956," thomaskraemer.blogspot.com posted Jul. 7, 2010 
http://thomaskraemer.blogspot.com/2010/07/fbi-files-on-gay-osu-professor-1956.html

Thomas Kraemer, "W. Dorr Legg OSU archives records 1935-1942," thomaskraemer.blogspot.com posted 
Jul. 31, 2010  
http://thomaskraemer.blogspot.com/2010/07/w-dorr-legg-osu-archives-records-1935.html

Sincerely, Thomas Kraemer (541)752-8460  
Founder, Oregon State University Foundation Magnus Hirschfeld Fund for research concerning humans or 
animals with a minority sexual orientation or gender identity 

Subject: ONE Aug. 1953 vs. Jun. 1963 issues on homophile marriage cover stories
- some links to read

From: Corvallis Oregon

Date: 2013-11-28 16:17

To: Jack Baker, Michael McConnell

Cc: Tim Campbell
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ONE - 
Aug 1953
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ONE - 
June 
1963
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Letters - 
Aug 1963
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Letters - 
Sep 1963
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Kraemer 
- 16 Dec 
2013
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18 Dec 
2013 - a

Attached Files
! 1973_New_York_Times.pdf (240 KB) 

Thomas Kraemer, Founder  
Oregon State University Foundation  
Magnus Hirschfeld Fund  

I quoted the following comment on my blog, with corrections as noted:  

"In Sept. 1971, Jack Baker and Michael McConnell were the first same-sex couple in history to be 
legally married. They married under the State of Minnesota marriage laws that did not specify 
gender at the time and despite [two] challenges to [invalidate] their marriage, no court has ever 
ordered the annulment of their legally performed marriage . . ." 

For the record, the County Attorney in both Blue Earth County and Hennepin County attempted 
to invalidate the license issued in Blue Earth County. The former bragged that he had invalidated 
the public document by defacing it, while the latter asked the Grand Jury to indict the minister 
who consummated it. According to The New York Times, a refusal to act guaranteed that the 
"Marriage Stays in Effect" [attached]. 

The remainder of the sentence is a non-sequitur. Essentially, we asked the high court to order 
the court clerk in Hennepin County to comply with the marriage statute as written. Part of the 
problem was that there was no "case or controversy" after Minnesota issued a license in Blue 
Earth County. As I recall, that was essentially the argument in the brief that was written by a U 
of M law professor for the Hennepin County Attorney.  
--  
Jack Baker, Esq. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA 

On Tue, 17 Dec 2013 09:32:54 -0800 
 Corvallis Oregon <tevaboy@gmail.com> wrote: 

> . . . 
>
> I decided to write up my newest observations, after not having been able to read these articles 
for over a decade, in my following blog post: 
>
> Gay marriage discussion in 1953 vs. 1963 and today (12/16/13 updated 12/17/13) 
> http://tomsosu.blogspot.com/2013/12/gay-marriage-discussion-in-1953-vs-1963.html
> . . . 
> Thomas Kraemer 

Subject: Re: My Blog post on Gay marriage discussion in 1953 vs. 1963 and today

From: Jack Baker

Date: 2013-12-18 16:47

To: Thomas Kraemer
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18 Dec 
2013 - b

"I hope to add a link to your blog page in my post as soon as possible." 

Here is the link to your comments, as corrected: 
http://box8661.blogspot.com/2012/03/related-articles.html

- - - 

The confusion stems from the stickums Michael attached to the 1963 ONE article he donated to 
the Tretter Collection. My comments to you were derived from those notes, but he angrily 
dismissed the accuracy of what I wrote. He insists that what appears in "Marriage - my childhood 
dream comes true" reflects the facts as he remembers them.  

However, the fact that he/we possessed a copy of something we never read suggests that there 
were others in Minneapolis who did read ONE articles. I've always wondered why the local new 
outlets were so supportive of what gay students at the U of M were doing on the gay agenda. 
Perhaps it was they, not us, who were influenced by the 1953 and/or 1963 ONE articles. 
--  
Jack Baker, Esq. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA 

On Wed, 18 Dec 2013 15:12:41 -0800 
 Corvallis Oregon <tevaboy@gmail.com> wrote: 

> Jack, thanks for the clarification/correction -- I hope to add a link to your blog page in my post 
as soon as possible. 
>
>. . . 
>
> My question for both of you, based on what writing you have sent me, my post was updated to 
state that both of you were NOT inspired by the 1953 or 1963 ONE articles on gay marriage and 
you only read them much later. Is this correct? 
>
> Thomas Kraemer 

Subject: Re: My Blog post on Gay marriage discussion in 1953 vs. 1963 and today 
(2)

From: Jack Baker

Date: 2013-12-18 19:42

To: Thomas Kraemer

Cc: Michael McConnell
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